
 
  

 

 

 

Beauty will Save the World 

So wrote Fyodor Dostoevsky in one of his 

novels. He didn’t exactly explain what he 

meant, but the truth of his observation has 

resonated with people for years. For our 

part, what can we say? Well, there’s a lot of 

ugliness in the world - whether in the arts 

(music, movies, architecture, etc.), in 

language, in violence against human 

dignity, in abused and misused human 

sexuality, in crushing poverty, and the list 

goes on and on. Midway through Advent, as 

part of your Christmas preparation, seek 

out some things of true and real beauty in 

the arts, nature, your family, somewhere, 

anywhere, and know that they are but mere 

glimpses of the beauty of God, of his life in 

us and love for us. Remember the Beauty 

of Christ from Bethlehem to the Last 

Supper, to Calvary and the Empty Tomb. 

St. Augustine even gave God the name 

“Beauty”: He wrote, “Late have I loved thee, 

beauty ever ancient ever new.” Let your 

Advent reflection on temporary beauty lead 

you to know the Absolute Eternal Beauty that 

is the coming of the Son of God into your life.  

 

St. Francis of Assisi was described by St. 

Bonaventure in this way: “In beautiful things 

St. Francis saw Beauty itself, and through 

His vestiges imprinted on creation he 

followed his Beloved everywhere, making 

from all things a ladder by which he could 

climb up and embrace Him who is utterly 

desirable.” Please God, we may do the 

same. 

 

Many Blessings, 

Monsignor Royal 

December 12, 2021 
 

Third Week of Advent 



  

 

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday December 13th 

St. Lucy of Syracuse 

  7:00 am Ethel Richards 

12:00 pm Lucy Roadhouse 

 

Tuesday December 14th 

St. John of the Cross 

  7:00 am St. Mary Youth 

12:00 pm The Intentions of John Frey 

 

Wednesday December 15th 

  7:00 am Joseph Greco 

12:00 pm Elsie Craig 

 

Thursday December 16th 

  7:00 am Maureen Hyland 

12:00 pm Eamon Mangan 

 

Friday December 17th 

  7:00 am Intentions of Kimberly Amrod & 

Michael Guerriero 

12:00 pm James Joyce 

 

Saturday December 18th 

  8:00 am Peter Liscio 

  4:30 pm Moise Squitieri 

 

Sunday December 19th 

4th Sunday of Advent 

  7:30 am Paul T. Hart 

  9:00 am Elsie Craig 

10:30 am St. Mary Parishioners (Living) 

12:00 pm Ryan Adams 

  5:00 pm Lidia Ippoliti Regni 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to support our Parish with Online 

Giving. Go to our website to sign up. Call the Parish 

office if you would like assistance. Offertory can be 

mailed to St. Mary Parish, 55 Catoonah St, Ridgefield, 

CT  06877 or dropped off at Mass. 😊  

 
 

 

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE 
1-800-273-8255, suicidepreventionlifeline.org 

 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go to www.smcr.org to make a prayer request 
and to see those on the prayer list. 

  

BAPTISMS 

We welcome to the Family of God and 

our Parish Family Josephine Diann 

Balestri and Mille Jane Matz who were 

baptized last weekend. 

 
 

Candle Intentions 
 Two Altar Candles 
 are Burning in Loving Memory of 
 Sandy Duffy 
 
Greeter/Ushers Needed for Christmas Masses 

 

Interested parties should contact John Ahle at 

johnahle@aol.com.  

 

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
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Tune in to 24-hour Catholic 
radio! 
 
Veritas Catholic Network is on the 
radio at 1350AM and on mobile 
app for your phone. 

 
Learn more about the faith, strengthen your family, 
deepen your spirituality, and discuss the news and 
current events through a Catholic lens. 
 
A representative from Veritas will be speaking after 
all Masses this weeked. More info at 
www.veritascatholic.com 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY 
 

 
 

. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Dec 12 - Advent Spiral  
3:45-4:45pm; (6:15-7:15pm) 
 

Dec 19- Carol Sing-Along  
9:30-10:15am 
 

Dec 21- Carol Sing-Along  
4:30-5:15pm 
 

Dec 22-Jan 2- Christmas Break  
 

OFFICE CLOSED, NO CLASSES 
Office Re-Opens Jan 3rd 
Classes resume Jan 9th 

 
 

 

 

Contact Us 

oyf@smcr.org  
203-438-7335 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm 
 
**Please note our new location-- in the 
school at the opposite end from the Main 
Entrance, on the far right-hand end of the 
building. A single door, currently decorated 
with a large wreath!**  

 
 

 

     FAITH FORMATION CORNER 
Purifying Fire of God’s Love 
 

Our Catholic faith reveals to us the reality of 

Purgatory after we die. Purgatory is said to 

be a place of much spiritual pain, but in a sweet sort of 

way. It’s painful in the sense that we are stripped of all 

that we hold on to that God wants us to let go of. It’s 

painful in the sense that we endure a complete 

transformation of who we are and what we love. We 

learn to love God and God alone. And in the embrace of 

our love of God, we come to love all people. 

 

It’s also sweet because, as we are purified, we grow 

infinitely closer to God and grow in holiness. This lifts 

the burden of sin and frees us to love as we ought.   

 

But our purification ought not start only in Purgatory. We 

are all called to enter into that process of purification 

here and now. We are called to repent of all that keeps 

us from holiness of life. 

 

Reflect, today, upon the purification to which God may 

be calling you. What is it that you are holding onto that 

He would like you to release? Commit yourself to the 

purifying fire of God’s love and let that love cleanse you 

in this Advent season.             mycatholiclife.com 

Immaculate High School: Sounds of Christmas 

(Free Admission) 
Children and families are invited to attend 

Immaculate's Sounds of Christmas event 

featuring the Immaculate Band, Guitar 

Ensemble, Inspire Choir, Junior Choir and 

soloists on Sunday, December 12 at 4:30pm. The 

music presentation will be followed by a special 

visit from Santa, tree lighting and refreshments. 

Learning Our Faith 
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ST. MARY PARISH MEN’S MINISTRY 

All men (18+) are welcome to join our very friendly 
Men’s Ministry Community. Saturday morning meetings 
(6:45 to 8 AM) in the Hall begin with a  valuable 
presentation followed by spiritual reflections/questions 
on the topic. At-will discussion of the questions at our 6-
man tables, followed by group sharing of valuable 
insights. Individual prayer intentions end the meeting. 
Plenty of coffee and bagels to fuel our discussions.  New 
members join us weekly and some members have been 
coming for 15 years. Join us and have fun with a 
purpose. 
  
 

MARQUETTE COUNCIL OF THE  
            KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

We offer Catholic men and their families an 
opportunity to explore their faith and share God’s love 
through service to our priests, parish and community. 

Join 2 million Knights around the world as you share your time 
& talents. Learn more at www.KOFC.org or contact Phil Del 
Giudice, Grand Knight, at Compass_grp@yahoo.com.  

 
 

PILGRIM VIRGIN  
 

The Advent season is here. To honor the 
Mother of Jesus and our Mother, consider 
inviting the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima 
to your home to pray the Rosary daily, a 
wonderful Marian devotion. The message 
from heaven for us is more urgent than ever to pray for 
world peace and the conversion of sinners. To invite the 
Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima to your home contact Elma 
Stoveken at 203-894-1341 
 

Lost & Found: We have a lost & found box. Call 
or stop by the Parish Office if you left an item 
behind at mass. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    
  

Adoration Chapel 
OPEN DAILY 

10:00 AM- 4:00 PM 
Masks not required 

Location: In the school building 

 
The holidays can be tough. If 

you know of someone going 
through a difficult time, talk to our 

Stephen Ministry Leader, Jack Hughes – 
jack2cruise@gmail.com; he will connect you with one of 
our Stephen Ministry ministers who are ready to provide 
focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They 
help bring the healing  power of Christ’s love. 

.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O T H E R  
S A C R A M E N T S  

 

Confessions  
Tuesdays 4:15 PM 

Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
(HALL)  

 
 

Baptism  
Celebrated each Sunday  

(except holiday weekends) 
 

New parents must attend a 
pre-baptism class. Call 

Parish office to schedule both 

Marriage 
Call Parish Office at least  
9 months prior to wedding 

 
Anointing of Sick 

Call Parish Office to make 
arrangements 

In case of serious illness or 
death in the family, call 

Parish Office immediately. 
 

C E M E T E R Y  
203-438-3606 

A D O R A T I O N  
Joanne Brown 
203-438-6538 
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 Our Mission:  
LIVE the gift of our faith, ENRICH 
our understanding of that gift, and  

PRACTICE our faith in  
compassionate service. 

Sharing Our Faith 

 

 

 

M A S S  S C H E D U L E  
 

Saturday  

8:00 AM, 4:30 PM Vigil Mass 

(Church) 

 

Sunday 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, Noon, 5 PM 

(Church) 

10:30 AM 

(Hall) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

 

7:00 AM & Noon 

Monday- Friday 

Church 

 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Check website 

 

*Easter and Christmas have 

special schedules 

 

 
 
 
   
 
 

 

 

Pastor: Msgr. Kevin T. Royal 

MsgrRoyal@smcr.org 

 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Brendan Blawie, frblawie@smcr.org 

Deacon: Rick Lawlor, dnlawlor@diobpt.org, 203-470-8084  
Deacon: Robert Salvestrini, salvo95@aol.com  

 

Parish Office Building Open  

Monday -  Thursday 10 AM – 2 PM 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday–Friday  8AM–4PM 

203-438-6538 

 

Parish Receptionist: Kim Macko, kmacko@smcr.org 

Administrative Assistant: Joanne Brown, jbrown@smcr.org 

Accountant: Deborah Korniewicz, dkorniewicz@smcr.org 

Facilities Scheduling: Jbrown@smcr.org & kmacko@smcr.org 
 

Communications Manager: Carolyn Haitsch, chaitsch@smcr.org 

 Director of Music: Darren Motise, 203-438-6539, ext. 300, 

darren@smcr.org  

Youth & Family:  

Pastorial Associate (RE) Laura Danner, ldanner@smcr.org 

Administrative Coordinator – Pamela Jensen oyf@smcr.org 

St. Mary School: Anna O’Rourke, Principal, 

orourkea@smsridgefield.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Find us on FACEBOOK, 
INSTAGRAM, & TWITTER  
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